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SYSCO is the largest marketer and 
distributor of foodservice products in 
North America, with a distribution 
network that extends throughout the 
United States and Canada.  The 
company, headquartered in Houston, 
Texas, operates 168 distribution 
facilities, serving 390,000 customers 
including restaurants, hotels, schools, 
hospitals, retirement centers and other 
locations where meals are prepared away 

from home.  In Minnesota the main warehouse and operations center is located on 
County Road J in the City of Mounds View.  SYSCO Food Services of Minnesota, Inc., 
better known as SYSCO Minnesota, has operated in the City since 1989.   
 
The building that houses SYSCO Minnesota is roughly 350,000 sq. ft.  It consists of a 
cooler, freezer and dry storage space as well as office areas.  Space efficiencies were a 
major consideration in the design of the building.  The entire storage portion of the 
warehouse has 33’ ceilings.  This is higher than most conventional warehouses and 
allows for seven levels of storage, thereby increasing the amount of storage by 25% over 
conventional floor space.  The space over the docks, where the space is not needed for 
storage, is utilized for the office area.  Since so much of the product that SYSCO 
Minnesota transports and delivers is temperature sensitive, the company places a 
premium on temperature monitoring and control.   
 
During an average week, SYSCO Minnesota’s truck drivers will drive over 65,000 miles.  
They deliver over 60,000 cases per day to hundreds of foodservice establishments within 
the service territory.  An interesting fact is that the majority of business is done on a next 
day delivery system—the customer orders one day and SYSCO delivers the next.  
SYSCO’s fleet consists of 99 semi-trucks, 110 trailers, and 13 straight trucks.  All of the 
equipment is owned by SYSCO Minnesota and is maintained by the company’s own 
service mechanics at the Mounds View facility.  The company also operates five remote 
shuttle sites in Duluth, Virginia, Grand 
Rapids, St. James, and Rochester.    
 
SYSCO Minnesota employs over 600 
individual, a number of which are 
Mounds View residents, and currently is 
the City’s largest employer.  By the fall 
of 2005 the company had outgrown its 
available truck and employee parking.  
As a result, the company sought to 
expand their site by approximately three 

 



acres to accommodate an additional 100 vehicle parking stalls, 53 truck parking stalls and 
a widened, relocated access road to the east of the building.  The additional space 
provided SYSCO the ability to improve efficiencies and expand its workforce by about 
100 employees over the course of five years.  Following various city, watershed district, 
county and state approvals, the $1.2 million construction project went forward during the 
summer of 2006 and now is largely completed.   For more information on the SYSCO 
Minnesota project you may contact Aaron Backman, Economic Development 
Coordinator at 763-717-4029.   
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